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 Background►

Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies is a scientific, refereed and periodical journal issued electronically three times a year. It holds the international number (Print: 793-2708X Online: 7948-2708) and is classified within the database (EBSCO), in accordance with internationally recognized standards. It is concerned with publishing original, innovative research of solid scientific value in terms of content and form written in Arabic or English in different fields of law, under the supervision of Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan's Deanship of Research and Innovation, and direction of an independent international specialized scientific board with high competence and long experience in publishing and evaluating research.  
 
The journal is keen not to publish research that runs counter to the values and principles observed in Jordan, the University's philosophy and vision explicitly or implicitly or the ethics of scientific publication; although its contents and thoughts reflect their owners' own opinions, i.e. the University is not held responsible for any intellectual content included therein. 

► Scope & Objectives

The journal mainly aims to:

◊ Fulfill the University's vision to be competitive, especially in the field of research.

◊ Publish refereed research in the field of law.

◊ Meet the researchers and students' needs locally, regionally and internationally in the field of law.

◊ Develop and publish knowledge in the fields of law.
   
◊ Enrich local, Arab and international libraries with solid research.

◊ Reinforce scientific cooperation between the Journal and the researchers/ scholars in its fields of specialty.

► Fields

The journal is concerned with publishing original genuine research of solid scientific value in terms of content and form, in different fields of law, written in Arabic or English, such as: Public Law, Private Law, Sharia Studies, or Comparative Jurisprudence Studies.  
 
► Regulations of Publication

1. Researcher(s) should send an electronic copy (in WORD format) of her/his research/manuscript to the Journal's email account.

2. Researcher(s) should send an electronic copy involving a request for publishing her/his research in the Journal by way of filling the special form prepared for this purpose which is available on the Journal's website in accordance with the standards of research required by Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan's Deanship of Research and Innovation.
  
3. The title page should include: research title, researcher(s) first, second, third and surname together with their academic degrees), name of the institution the researcher(s) work(s) with, their email accounts, name of their country, in addition to the name of the main researcher in case there is more than one researcher.

4. Researcher(s) should submit two abstracts: in English in no more than (200) words. Abstracts should include the Study's title first, then the abstract which must include the study's aims, methodology as well as its major outcomes followed by the key words thereof.

5. Research words should not exceed (8000) words including both abstracts, sources and references as well as appendices (if any).

6. Researcher's name or reference thereto inside the research paper should not be included in order to guarantee confidential and objective evaluation.

7. Researcher should observe the scientific norms of conducting solid research in terms of language accuracy, punctuation, and structure based on compliance with regulations included herein under (Regulations of Research Formatting, Organization, Citation and Bibliography Preparation).
 
8. Researcher(s) should submit a written pledge that their research will not be sent or published in a book or journal pertaining to another scientific institution. 
9. Researcher, following approval on her/his research publication, must fill a copyright transfer form and send it to Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan's Deanship of Research and Innovation. 
 
10. Researcher should bear the evaluation fees if she/he withdraws her/his research and decides not to proceed any further.

11. Researcher can download electronic copies of her/his own research from the Journal's website.

12. In the event that the Journal no longer publishes- for any reason-, its electronic website remains publicly available; any researcher can access the Journal's archive.
 
13. Submitted original research works, published or unpublished, are not retrieved.

14. Editorial Board of Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies may withdraw the research/manuscript if they arrive at conclusive evidence on plagiarism, deceiving and untrustworthy information that aim to offend…, later discovery of unethical research conduct or already-published submitted research. The researcher bears the evaluation costs thereof, and will not be allowed to submit research to the Journal again.

15. Research, in part or in full, may not be published elsewhere after being approved to be published in Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies unless a written approval thereon from the editor-in-chief is obtained. 

16. The amount of (100) dollars or its equivalent shall be collected for the research accepted for publication in the journal, provided that this amount shall be collected from the researcher after being notified of the acceptance of the research and before receiving the publication letter.


► Regulations of Formatting, Organization & Citation 

Researcher(s) should comply with the following points which illustrate the mechanism of research formatting, organization, citation and bibliography preparation, in term of:

◊ First: Research Formatting

This includes the following points:

1. Research words should not exceed (8000) words including both abstracts, references and sources, footnotes as well as appendices (if any).

2. Words of the abstract should not exceed (200) words. 

3. There should be one space between the research lines and one inch between the footnotes.
 
4. The research is printed with one space between the lines and one inch between the footnotes. Font size of the texts written in Arabic should be (13/ Simplified Arabic) with a space of (3 cm)- top and bottom, and (2.5 cm)- right- and left-hand sides. 
 
5. As for the font size of the texts written in English, it should be (12/ Times New Roman) with a space of (3 cm)- top and bottom, and (2.5 cm)- right- and left-hand sides.

 
6. Font size of the manuscripts written in Arabic should be 15/ boldfaced (main title), 14/ boldfaced (sub-titles) and 10 (footnotes & appendices).

7. Font size of the manuscripts written in English should be 13/ boldfaced (main title), 12/ boldfaced (sub-titles) and 10 (footnotes & appendices).

8. Research must number the footnotes in a sequential fashion separately on each page: (1, 2, 3, …). They should appear in the bottom of the respective page independently, i.e. numbering thereof in the following page starts anew: (1, 2, 3, …) and so on until the end of the research. 
 
9. Illustrations and tables are included in the research works in their proper places, provided that they are numbered appropriately. Each table should contain an illustrative title on its top and an explanatory description on its bottom. This also applies to the illustrations.

10. The Editorial Board is entitled to make any amendments in the research form like font size, font type and line spacing in line with the Journal's regulations.  

◊ Second: Research Elements & Organization

This includes the following points:

Publishing research in Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies necessitates a group of elements needed to meet the requirements of conducting solid research alongside with itemizing these elements in pursuance of the correct requirements of doing research- as explained hereunder: 
 
1. Providing an abstract in Arabic if the manuscript is written in Arabic and a translation thereof or vice versa. This should contain a general idea about the relevant research and its content, methodology, vision and a detailed account on its organization.

2. Providing an introduction including the following ideas: research subject, problem, questions, aims, justifications, methodology, procedures, framework, organization as well as major sources and outcomes. 

3. The research should be written in a very solid error-free language (linguistically, syntactically or typographically) with special attention to the punctuation marks.

4. Providing literature review that (fully or partially) intersects with the research/manuscript intended to be published. 

5. Research shall be divided into a main title, sequentially-ordered and thematically- linked sub-titles provided that the researcher should take on board the font size and type as stipulated in the Regulations of Formatting and Organization (first item above).

6. Including a conclusion in the end of the research involving the main outcomes and the recommendations.

7. Including an alphabetically-ordered list of bibliography: (sources and references).

8. Charts and illustrations are included into the text and sequentially ordered. Their names and explanatory descriptions are provided thereunder. 

9. Tables are included into the text and sequentially ordered. Their names are provided on their top, whereas explanatory descriptions are provided thereunder.

10. Appendices and indexes- if any- are included in the end of the research.

◊ Third: Regulations of Citation

Researchers must abide by the regulations of citation in the footnotes according to the following technical standards:

1. Font size of the research/manuscripts' footnotes should be 10 with a one-inch space between the lines.

2. Research must number the footnotes in a sequential fashion separately on each page: (1, 2, 3, …). They should appear in the bottom of the respective page independently, i.e. numbering thereof in the following page starts anew: (1, 2, 3, …) and so on until the end of the research. 
 
3. Footnotes citation shall follow the following procedure:

From the Old Sources and References

Citation from the old sources should include: Surname (Author's Family Name), Writer/Author's Name, Hijri Date of Death, Book/Manuscript's Name, Reviewer's Name, Edition, Publishing House, Place of Publication, Year of Publication, Part/Page. 
   
From the New Sources and References

Citation from the new sources should include: Surname (Author's Family Name), Writer/Author's Name, Book/Manuscript's Name, Edition, Publishing House, Place of Publication, Year of Publication, Part/Page. 
   
From a Research in a Journal 

Citation from a research in a journal should include: Surname (Author's Family Name), Writer/Author's Name, Research Title, Journal's Name, Issue (Volume), Year of Publication, Page.

From an MA or a PhD Dissertation
 
Citation from an MA or a PhD Dissertation should include: Surname (Author's Family Name), Writer/Author's Name, Dissertation Title, University Name, City-Country, Year of Publication, Page. 

From a Webpage

Citation from a webpage should include: Surname (Author's Family Name), Writer/Author's Name, Topic Title, Date of Publication, Publication Website and Place, Electronic Link.

From a Newspaper Article or Official Publication

Citation from a newspaper article or official Publication should include: Surname (Author's Family Name), Writer/Author's Name, Article Title, Name of Newspaper/Publication, Day, Month and Year of Publication, Article's Webpage.
 
◊ Fourth: Inclusion of Arab & Foreign Sources & References 
   
Scientific publication policy at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan stipulates that sources included in the publications of Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies should observe the following:

1. They should be written in Arabic language if the research is published in Arabic and alphabetically ordered.

2. Foreign sources and references of the research published in Arabic should be included next the list of the Arabic sources and references. 

3. Foreign sources and references of the research published in the foreign language (English and French) should be written in that (foreign) language provided they are preceded by the ones written in Arabic. 

► Peer Review Process

Policy of scientific publication at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan requires that all research works submitted for publication at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies undergo a peer review process with a view to evaluating the submitted research work conducted by a specialized and competent researcher in the field of Legal Studies in order to verify the quality, honesty and credibility of the research works submitted for publication in the specialized academic area- as follows:

1. All research works submitted for publication at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies undergo plagiarism test which should not exceed (30%). Following an initial approval by the Editorial Board, they undergo a peer review process by sending them to two referees to be scrutinized accurately and impartially prior to giving permission of publication therein. The result thereof turns to be either "Accepted" or "Rejected" or "Conditionally Accepted"; (with major or minor amendments).

2. Referees must send a detailed report on the research reality and result by way of filling, as requested, a form prepared for this purpose and available on the Journal's official website, to be sent off to the author(s) to comment thereon and duly carry out the required amendments.

3. Researchers exclusively are held responsible for the content of their research. The Editorial Board and the Journal are not held responsible in any form or shape following the publication of the research work in the journal.

4. The Journal sends approval notifications on the research publication in compliance with the item included under point (2) concerning the Peer Review Process.

5. Apology notifications are sent to authors whose research papers are not accepted to be published.

6. The review/evaluation process takes a month or two. As for publishing the accepted research works, they undergo technical considerations that govern the publication policy in the journal.

► Regulations for the Authors

Policy of scientific publication at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan requires that all research works submitted for publication at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies undergo the following criteria concerning the authors:

1. Compliance with the regulations included under (Conditions of Publication) at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies: Regulations of Publication, Formatting, Organization, Citation and Bibliography (Sources & References) Preparation.

2. Compliance with honesty by adhering to the internationally-recognized research code of conduct and ethical requirements of publication, and avoidance of all forms of unethical behavior like plagiarism, fabrication, falsification and facts distortion.

3. Notifying the Journal via a written undertaking confirming that the research in question was not previously submitted or published in a book or journal pertaining to another scientific institution and that the research is original and not drawn from the researcher's MA or PhD dissertations. 

4. Sending a brief CV (in Arabic and English).

5. Sending the research title, author(s') name, postal addresses, email accounts, place of work and name of country in an independent page without showing the researcher's name or reference thereto inside the research in order to guarantee confidential and objective evaluation. 

6. Transferring copyright to the journal upon the research acceptance to be published therein by way of filling a copyright transfer form and sending it to Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan's Deanship of Research and Innovation. 
 
7. Notifying the Journal on any mistake concerning her/his published work, to be corrected or withdrawn.

► Regulations for the Evaluators

Policy of scientific publication at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan requires that all research works submitted for publication at Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan Journal for Legal Studies undergo a peer review process with a view to evaluating the submitted research work conducted by a specialized and competent researcher in the field of Legal Studies in order to verify the quality, honesty and credibility of the research works submitted for publication in specialized academic area. Therefore, the Journal requires the following criteria concerning the evaluators to help the Editorial Board take the right decision on any research work submitted for publication therein and back its policy in publishing and improving solid research- as follows:

1. The referee must notify the Journal on her/his approval to evaluate the research work submitted for publication therein.  

2. The referee must notify the Journal on her/his disapproval to evaluate the research work sent to her/him if there is a mismatch with her/his area of specialty or a conflict of interests by virtue of personal or intellectual relations, etc. with the author(s). 

3. The referee must send back the reviewed/evaluated research work within no more than two weeks coupled with a detailed report on the research final evaluation by way of filling, as requested, a form prepared for this purpose and available on the Journal's website, to be sent off to the author(s) to comment thereon and duly carry out the required amendments.

4. The referee must comply with the confidentiality standards related to the refereeing process by refraining from leaking any information relevant to the research work sent to her/him- whether related to the researcher's name or the research's title.  

5. The referee must comply with the standards of objective refereeing by fully dropping off their subjective mask during the process of refereeing. Also, she/he should not offend or insult the researcher regardless the referee's opinion on the research level of quality. 

6. The referee must show the reason of rejection or the amendment requirements, be they major or minor, alongside with their respective correction.

7. The referee must reveal any point of intersection (plagiarized material) with other research works, be they partial or full, together with the justifications thereof (plagiarism or the like).

8. The Journal (Editorial Board) is committed with varying the referees by setting up information bank on a list of renowned, trustworthy and impartial and highly-competent ones.

9. The Journal (Editorial Board) does not send research works to unqualified referees, particularly those who clearly show inability to explain why a research work is rejected or accepted.

10. The referee must provide the Journal with a bank statement and complete personal information in order to give her/him a financial reward of (100) US dollars (or its equivalent in Jordanian Dinar) in return for the refereeing process.  
Publication Ethics
Research works are sent via the Journal's official e-mail account, which is available on its own website.
The research is presented to the Technical Committee of the journal, to consider whether the research complies with the terms of the initial publication or not.
In the event that the research fails to comply with the declared initial conditions, the research is returned to its owner to work on completing the conditions, especially the method of marginalization, documentation and adherence to the journal’s own template.
In the event that the researcher adheres to the initial conditions of the journal, the research is presented to a specialized member of the editorial board to see whether the research complies with the ethical and scientific conditions of the journal and deserves to be sent to external reviewers or not.
In the event that the research obtains initial acceptance, it shall be sent to external specialist reviewers to decide whether the research deserves to be published in the journal or not.
In the event that the research fails to obtain acceptance in the internal evaluation, the researcher shall be sent a letter of apology for not accepting the research.
The journal awaits the reviewers’ opinion on the research on the journal’s official e-mail account within a maximum period of two weeks. 
If the reviewers request an amendment, the research shall be sent to the researcher again to make the required amendments.
In the event that one of the reviewers rejects the research and the other accepts it, the research shall be sent again to a third member, who is oftentimes a competent member of the Editorial Board, in order to provide the final word thereon, and the journal proceeds further according to the recommendation of this third reviewer. 
In the event that the external reviewer fails to duly submit her/his reviews on time, the journal shall be entitled to replace her/him with another reviewer in order to facilitate the reviewing/evaluating mission, not to disrupt the reviewing process and to keep on publishing research without bearing the financial reviewing costs for the late reviewer. 
Should one of the external reviewers apologize for reviewing the sent research for any reason, the journal shall replace her/him with another competent reviewer to speed up the research reviewing procedures and not disrupt them.
In the event that the researcher makes the required amendments, the research shall be sent back to one of the reviewers to consider whether or not the researcher has made the required basic amendments. 
If the reviewer’s report recommends that the researcher makes the required amendments, the journal shall send the researcher a letter of acceptance to publish her/his research.
In the event that the researcher does not make the required amendments and adheres to her/his opinion concerning a certain issue, the Editor-in-Chief of the editorial Board must have the final say whether or not the research is accepted.
If the research is sent to the researcher after amendment and she/he responds to the journal by withdrawing her/his research, the journal has the right to write to the authorities responsible for the researcher to bear the reviewing fees for the journal, after informing the researcher concerned of this action.
The researcher is entitled to withdraw her/his research before the external reviewing procedures without bearing any financial costs.
If the journal later discovers that the research has plagiarized or been published elsewhere, the journal has the right to withdraw the research from the Issue, and send a message to the authorities responsible for the researcher.
Type of Payment
To use this type of payment method, make a wire transfer of your payment to the following conference bank account. Your payment should cover the total amount due to cover your registration fees + any fee your bank requires and then upload a photocopy of your payment receipt to the registration form .
Customer Name: ZAYTOONA UNIVERSITY
Bank Name: ARAB BANK
Bank Address: Amman - Jordan
Branch Name: ZAYTONA UNIV.
Branch Code: 0180
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